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Summary 

• West European car registrations grew by just 0.1% year-on-year (YoY) in July. The selling rate 
climbed to 14.3 mn units/year in July, from 14.2 mn units/year in June.  

• In Germany, sales increased 4.7% YoY in July, with the selling rate rising beyond 3.8 mn 
units/year. The UK market was down 4.1% YoY in July, and the selling rate fell to 2.28 mn 
units/year – even lower than H1’s disappointing results.   

• French car sales fell 1.8% YoY in July; however the selling rate continued to linger at the 2.2 mn 
units/year mark. Italian registrations were down 0.1% YoY in July; despite an extra selling day. 
The selling rate – which at 1.9 mn units/year is in line with the average for the year to date 
(YTD) – underlines the lacklustre pace of sales in Italy. The Spanish market disappointed, 
contracting by 11.1% YoY in July, whilst the selling rate has fallen further, to 1.2 mn units/year.   

• For the YTD, Western European sales are down 3% YoY, although the selling rate is currently 
averaging a relatively strong 14.4 mn units/year. Next month is likely to see significant YoY 
declines in almost all Western European markets, given an exceptional base effect. August 2018 
posted the highest selling rate ever seen in Western Europe (18.4 mn units/year), due to 
purchases being brought forward ahead of the WLTP implementation. From September, the 
YoY comparisons should swing back into positive territory, but given the generally sluggish 
performance of most major markets in the YTD, full year growth is likely to remain subdued.  
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For further information contact Jonathon Poskitt or David Oakley 
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Full-Year Forecast: West European Car Sales 
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Commentary 

West European car registrations increased by a marginal 0.1% YoY in July, with the selling rate rising to 14.3 
mn units/year, from 14.2 mn units/year in June. All major markets had either one or two additional selling 
days in July 2019 compared to July 2018, making YoY comparisons of registrations less relevant than usual. 
The annualised selling rate, which is adjusted for selling days, is a better guide to the health of the market. 

Germany continues to be the powerhouse of Western European registrations, thriving amongst a generally 
stagnant region. The selling rate soared to 3.8 mn units/year; a figure only exceeded twice since the start of 
this decade, and one which is all the more impressive given the unremarkable performance of the economy. 
In the UK, both registrations and the selling rate disappointed, with the selling rate falling to a seven-month 
low. It is perhaps surprising this was not worse, given the level of political and economic uncertainty in the 
market. PMIs suggest that the UK economy was flirting with contraction in Q2, as the boost from Brexit 
stockpiling diminishes. The increased risk of a “no deal” Brexit, exacerbated by Boris Johnson’s ascension to 
Prime Minister, continues to dominate the downside risks to the UK forecast. 

The French car market continued its solid performance, with the selling rate hovering at around 2.2 mn 
units/year for the third consecutive month. French sales seem to be caught in a balancing act; strong 
domestic conditions have so far managed to combat the global risks that threaten France’s full-year position. 
In Italy, registrations were down by 0.1% YoY in July; all the worse given that this was achieved with an extra 
selling day. In the YTD, registrations have produced a YoY decline of 3.1%; a weak outturn given that sales in 
H1 2018 were themselves mediocre by historical standards.  

Spanish registrations posted an 11.1% YoY decline in July, a figure which would have been worse were it not 
for the presence of an extra selling day this year. Despite a reasonably strong set of economic indicators, 
political uncertainty remains a downside risk to the Spanish market, with no government yet formed after an 
inconclusive election in April.  
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West European Car Sales 

Jul Jul Percent Year-to-date Year-to-date Percent Jul Year-to-date Year Percent
2019 2018 change 2019 2018 change 2019 2019 2018 change

WESTERN EUROPE 1,186,175      1,185,559      0.1% 8,848,215      9,124,801      -3.0% 14,342,816   14,372,526         14,193,890               1.3%
AUSTRIA 31,557             31,552             0.0% 207,942          224,915          -7.5% 369,665          335,742                341,949                      -1.8%
BELGIUM 45,110             42,771             5.5% 355,599          374,140          -5.0% 535,440          580,334                549,632                      5.6%
DENMARK 16,713             16,462             1.5% 138,933          137,188          1.3% 223,183          231,572                218,448                      6.0%
FINLAND 9,217                9,583                -3.8% 69,488             79,192             -12.3% 124,169          111,108                120,491                      -7.8%
FRANCE 172,228          175,396          -1.8% 1,338,680      1,363,577      -1.8% 2,191,856      2,180,433            2,173,523                  0.3%
GERMANY 332,788          317,848          4.7% 2,181,788      2,156,879      1.2% 3,817,933      3,641,593            3,435,832                  6.0%
GREECE 11,770             8,455                39.2% 75,752             69,668             8.7% 128,598          118,493                104,186                      13.7%
IRELAND 24,713             26,887             -8.1% 105,425          114,003          -7.5% 125,417          112,611                125,594                      -10.3%
ITALY 152,800          152,942          -0.1% 1,234,997      1,274,622      -3.1% 1,895,087      1,885,247            1,909,433                  -1.3%
LUXEMBOURG 4,796                4,931                -2.7% 35,919             35,582             0.9% 54,593             55,789                   52,807                         5.6%
NETHERLANDS 33,810             36,110             -6.4% 259,662          289,098          -10.2% 435,053          445,636                443,812                      0.4%
NORWAY 9,178                9,611                -4.5% 87,387             86,356             1.2% 117,103          150,778                147,929                      1.9%
PORTUGAL 18,436             19,944             -7.6% 146,849          154,396          -4.9% 204,620          222,888                228,067                      -2.3%
SPAIN 116,686          131,182          -11.1% 809,158          865,853          -6.5% 1,201,789      1,243,989            1,321,658                  -5.9%
SWEDEN 23,657             12,504             89.2% 191,539          238,047          -19.5% 349,098          336,282                353,666                      -4.9%
SWITZERLAND 25,518             25,483             0.1% 182,654          183,393          -0.4% 292,291          311,408                299,716                      3.9%
UK 157,198          163,898          -4.1% 1,426,443      1,477,892      -3.5% 2,276,922      2,408,622            2,367,147                  1.8%
Notes: Greece data: estimate for latest month.

Greece data source has changed to Sales from Registrations.
The percent change in the final column compares the average selling rate in the year-to-date with the last full year.
The average of the seasonally adjusted selling rate for an entire year is by definition the total of sales in the year.

Sales (units) Selling rate (Units/year)
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LMC Automotive is a market leader in the provision of automotive intelligence and forecasts to an extensive 
client base of car and truck makers, component manufacturers and suppliers, financial, logistics and 
government institutions around the world and is highly respected for its extremely responsive customer 
support. It offers forecasting services covering global sales and production for light vehicles and heavy 
trucks, as well as forecasts of engine and transmission supply and demand. In addition, LMC Automotive 
publishes special studies on subjects of topical interest to the automotive industry.  
 
 
LMC Automotive is part of the LMC group. LMC is the global leader in economic and business consultancy for 
the agribusiness sector. 
 
For further information about LMC Automotive, you can visit us at www.lmc-auto.com or email us at 
forecasting@lmc-auto.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© LMC Automotive Ltd, 2019. All rights reserved in all countries. Decisions based on this information are 
at the user’s own risk and LMC Automotive cannot accept any liability for its accuracy. If the information in 
this document is reproduced in any form full attribution must be given to LMC Automotive. 
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